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without war, thanks to the solution proposed by Germany,
it increased the antagonism between Austria and Serbia on
the one hand, and between Austria and Russia on the other.
Henceforth Russia encouraged Serbia to prepare for the
future, when, aided by Russia, she could achieve a "Greater
Serbia" at Austria's expense. Until Russia was ready, how-
ever, Serbia was to wait.
Having made the Racconigi Bargain with Italy, and
believing that he could count on the support of the Triple
Entente, Izvolski took advantage of the Tripolitan War
to make a third diplomatic effort to open the Straits by
means of the Charykov negotiations with Turkey. But
again he failed largely on account of lack of support from
France and direct opposition from England. Henceforth
he came to the conclusion that his aim could be achieved
only in connection with a general European war, and used
all his efforts to strengthen and tighten the Triple Entente
for this "inevitable" conflict.
Meanwhile MM. Neratov, Hartwig, and Nekliudov had
used the unrest caused in the Balkans by the Tripolitan
War to help bring about the Balkan League, its nominal
purpose being the preservation of the status quo, but its
practical effect being an encouragement to the Balkan
States to open war on Turkey. Though the Great Powers,
especially England and Germany, managed to prevent
Europe from being involved in a general conflict, the Balkan
Wars resulted in a universal increase of suspicion, hatred,
intrigues, and uncertainty, not only among the Great
Powers who increased their armaments, but among the
Balkan States themselves, and especially in Austria and
Serbia. Serbia, greatly embittered at her exclusion by the
Powers from a political and economic outlet on the Adriatic,
had found some compensation in Macedonia. But this
involved Bulgaria's deadly hatred. Serbia therefore tight-
ened her relations with Greece and Rumania under Russian